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Afzalur Rahman's 'Islam: Faith and Practice' is a seminal work in Islamic
studies, offering a comprehensive and insightful exploration of Islam's
beliefs, practices, and their implications for Muslim societies. Originally
published in 1966, the book has since become a classic text widely used in
universities, seminaries, and religious institutions worldwide.

Rahman, a prominent Pakistani scholar of Islam, approaches his subject
with a unique combination of scholarly rigor, deep faith, and a commitment
to interfaith dialogue. 'Islam: Faith and Practice' is not merely a descriptive
account of Islamic beliefs and practices, but a profound reflection on their
meaning, significance, and relevance in the modern world.

In this comprehensive review, we will delve into the key themes, insights,
and implications of Rahman's groundbreaking work. We will explore his
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understanding of faith, law, religious experience, and the relationship
between Islam and other religions. By examining Rahman's ideas in depth,
we aim to shed light on the complexities of Islam as a religion and its
multifaceted impact on Muslim societies.
Key Themes

Rahman's 'Islam: Faith and Practice' explores several key themes that are
central to understanding the religion and its implications for Muslim
societies. These themes include:

Faith: Rahman emphasizes the centrality of faith (iman) in Islam,
defining it as a comprehensive and holistic commitment that
encompasses belief, action, and intention. He argues that faith is not
merely a static intellectual assent to certain doctrines, but a dynamic
and transformative force that shapes the believer's entire life and
worldview.

Law: Rahman discusses the role of law (sharia) in Islam, exploring its
historical development, sources, and principles. He argues that while
the sharia provides a framework for regulating social and personal life,
it is not a rigid code but a flexible and adaptable system that can
accommodate changing circumstances and cultural contexts.

Religious Experience: Rahman examines the nature of religious
experience in Islam, highlighting the importance of personal piety,
mysticism, and spirituality. He argues that while Islam emphasizes the



importance of outward observances and rituals, it also recognizes the
value of inner spiritual cultivation and direct communion with God.

Islam and Other Religions: Rahman engages in a comparative
analysis of Islam with other major world religions, including Christianity
and Hinduism. He argues that while Islam shares commonalities with
other religions, it also possesses unique features and perspectives that
distinguish it from them.

Insights

Rahman's 'Islam: Faith and Practice' offers numerous insights into the
nature of Islam and its relationship with Muslim societies. Some of the key
insights include:

Islam as a Dynamic and Evolving Tradition: Rahman argues that
Islam is not a static and unchanging religion, but a dynamic and
evolving tradition that has adapted to changing historical and cultural
contexts. He emphasizes the importance of ijtihad (independent
reasoning) and the role of scholars in interpreting and reinterpreting
Islamic teachings in light of new challenges and circumstances.

The Importance of Context: Rahman highlights the importance of
understanding Islam within its historical, cultural, and social context.
He argues that the beliefs and practices of Muslims are shaped not
only by the teachings of the Quran and Sunnah, but also by the
specific cultural and historical circumstances in which they live.



The Plurality of Islamic Thought and Practice: Rahman recognizes
the diversity of Islamic thought and practice throughout history and
across different regions. He argues that there is no single monolithic
interpretation of Islam and that different interpretations and
perspectives have emerged over time.

Islam's Relevance to Modern Challenges: Rahman contends that
Islam has the potential to address the challenges and opportunities of
the modern world. He argues that Islamic teachings can provide
guidance on issues such as social justice, economic development, and
environmental sustainability.

Implications

Rahman's 'Islam: Faith and Practice' has significant implications for
understanding Islam and its role in Muslim societies. Some of the key
implications include:

Need for Interfaith Dialogue: Rahman's emphasis on the
commonalities between Islam and other religions underscores the
importance of interfaith dialogue and cooperation. He argues that by
understanding and appreciating the perspectives of others, we can
build bridges between different communities and promote mutual
respect and understanding.



Importance of Religious Education: Rahman's work highlights the
importance of religious education in fostering a sound understanding of
Islam and its values. He argues that education can empower Muslims
to make informed choices about their lives and to contribute positively
to society.

Role of Scholars and Muftis: Rahman emphasizes the role of
scholars and muftis in interpreting and applying Islamic law in
accordance with the changing needs of Muslim societies. He argues
that scholars have a responsibility to provide guidance that is both
faithful to the tradition and relevant to the contemporary context.

Islam and Modernity: Rahman's work suggests that Islam is not
inherently opposed to modernity and that it can adapt to the challenges
and opportunities of the modern world. He argues that Muslims can
embrace scientific advancements, technological progress, and
democratic principles while remaining true to their faith.

Afzalur Rahman's 'Islam: Faith and Practice' is a monumental work that has
made a significant contribution to our understanding of Islam and its
multifaceted impact on Muslim societies. Rahman's profound insights,
rigorous scholarship, and commitment to interfaith dialogue make his work
an invaluable resource for scholars, students, and anyone seeking a
deeper understanding of this dynamic and influential religion.



By exploring the key themes, insights, and implications of Rahman's work,
this review has sought to shed light on the complexities of Islam as a
religion and its profound influence on the lives of Muslims around the world.
Rahman's legacy continues to inspire and challenge us to engage with
Islam in a nuanced and respectful manner, recognizing both its enduring
spiritual message and its potential to contribute to the flourishing of human
civilization.
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