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Access to clean water and sanitation is a fundamental human right. Yet, the
reality is far from this ideal. Around the world, 2.3 billion people lack access
to basic sanitation services, and 663 million people still practice open
defecation. The consequences of this sanitation crisis are dire: waterborne
diseases, malnutrition, and poverty.

In 2013, the United Nations General Assembly declared access to safe
water and sanitation a human right. This recognition marked a significant
milestone in the fight against the sanitation crisis, bringing global attention
to the issue and setting the stage for innovative and sustainable solutions.

Aldo Jansel: The Innovator Behind "Swimming for Toilets"
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Aldo Jansel, a Dutch engineer and social entrepreneur, is at the forefront of
the global fight against the sanitation crisis. His journey is chronicled in his
book, "Swimming for Toilets," which offers a firsthand account of his
experiences and insights on sanitation innovation.

Jansel's passion for sanitation began during his time as a student at the
Delft University of Technology in the Netherlands. While working on a water
project in India, he witnessed the devastating impact of poor sanitation. He
realized that the lack of access to toilets was not just a matter of
convenience but a major public health issue.

The Birth of Toilets for Sanitation
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Determined to find a sustainable solution to the sanitation crisis, Jansel
founded the organization Toilets for Sanitation (TfS) in 2008. TfS's mission
is to provide safe and affordable sanitation solutions to communities in
developing countries.

One of TfS's signature innovations is the Floating Toilet. This ingenious
invention is a mobile toilet that can be placed in flooded areas, providing
access to sanitation even during extreme weather events.

Swimming for Toilets: A Global Movement
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To raise awareness and funds for TfS's work, Jansel embarked on a series
of ambitious swimming challenges, including a 190 kilometer swim across
Lake Victoria, the largest lake in Africa.

These challenges, which Jansel refers to as "Swimming for Toilets," have
not only raised millions of dollars for TfS but have also inspired a global
movement of individuals and organizations working towards a world with
safe sanitation for all.

The Impact of Toilets for Sanitation
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Since its inception, TfS has made significant progress in providing access
to sanitation in developing countries. The organization has built over
20,000 latrines and floating toilets, reaching over 1 million people.

TfS's work has not only improved the health and well-being of communities
but has also had a positive impact on the environment. By promoting
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proper sanitation practices, TfS has helped reduce water pollution and
improve overall hygiene.

: Sanitation as a Foundation for Sustainable Development

"Swimming for Toilets" is more than just a book. It is a testament to the
power of innovation, social entrepreneurship, and collective action in
addressing global challenges.

By shedding light on the sanitation crisis and providing practical solutions,
Aldo Jansel and Toilets for Sanitation are inspiring hope and empowering
communities to create a more just and sustainable world.

Join the "Swimming for Toilets" movement today and become a part of the
fight against the sanitation crisis. Together, we can create a world where
everyone has access to this fundamental human right.
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Additional Resources:

Toilets for Sanitation

Swimming for Toilets

UNICEF WASH

WHO Water, Sanitation, and Health
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